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Adstock Clarion 
1 Vine Cottage, West Street, Adstock (01296 713457) 
1, Greenfields, Adstock (01296 712561) 
 

 
 

              

A FEW MORE LEXOPHILE  PUNS 
 

A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and nail. 
 

I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me. 
 

However much you push the envelope, it's still stationery. 
 

When the smog lifts in Los Angeles  U.C.L.A  
 

What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary?  A thesaurus. 
 

A cross eyed teacher lost her job because she couldn't control her pupils. 
 

England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool. 
 

Velcro -- what a rip off ! 
 
 
Happy New Year! 
Marian. 
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 NOTICES  
 
 

 
 
 

 

The History of Adstock 
2018 is the 100 year anniversary of the end of World War 1 
In order to commemorate this special event, we would like to consider the life stories of the 
inhabitants of Adstock at that time, many of whom gave their lives and are remembered on the war 
memorial. 
If you know , or would be would be willing to research, the history of a resident of Adstock 100 years 
ago, please contact Revd Ros Roberts on  lenborough.vicar@gmail.com    01280 813162 

 
BABYSITTING 

  
Term time: Friday evenings, Saturday evenings, Weekend daytime. 

School holidays: Any evening or daytime. 
 

Call me if you'd like an evening out or just want to do some child-free shopping! 
 

Amber Baker: 07432 887018 

  

 
The 2018 Adstockistan Wassail 

 

 
 

This year the Wassail will be on the 28th January, gathering at the orchard gate at 4.45pm in time for 
the Owlswick Morris Dancers’ display and the Adstock Singers before the light fades.  Vicar Ros will 
then take over the events by blessing the orchard and with the help of the village frighten off any evil 

spirits by making as much fire and noise as possible.  That done, we’ll head off back to the village 
hall for mulled cider and soft alternatives. 

 
Please wrap up warm and waterproof, and make sure that the children (and yourselves) have 

instruments, pots and pans etc for the evil spirits.  The Wassail will also raise money for Afghanaid 
and their vital projects in Afghanistan. 
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The Adstock Singers have enjoyed a year of varied performances and venues and we are looking to 
recruit more members. If you are interested in joining either the Singers, or the Men's Choir then do 

please contact Lucy.  

As a choir, we have enjoyed two and a half years of inspirational programmes, put together by 
Lucy. Through being in the choir, we've found new friendships and enjoyed much fun and laughter 

whilst also working hard with our singing.  

You can contact Lucy on 07798 504410. 

Please find here, our list of future performance dates and events for your diaries: 

Saturday 17th March - Soiree (St Patrick's Day) 

Saturday 21st April -  Provisional date for Padbury music concert, where we will perform a few  
                                          of our songs plus other musicians will be doing performances (date to be  
                                          confirmed) 

Saturday 12th May -  1st Adstock Singers Summer Concert (venue to be confirmed) 

Saturday 2nd June -  2nd Adstock Singers Summer Concert (venue to be confirmed) 

Saturday 27th October -  Autumn/Halloween Soiree in the village hall 

Monday 31st December - New Years Eve Soiree in the village hall 

Thank you for your support to date and we look forward to seeing even more of you at our events 
during 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADSTOCK CATS HOTEL 
 

 

OPENING HOURS 

MON – SAT 8.30AM – 10.30 AM 4.30 PM – 6.30 PM 

SUN – 8.30 AM – 10.30 AM 

OTHER TIMES BY ARRANGEMENT 

 
PEAR TREE FARM, ADSTOCK, BUCKINGHAM MK18 2JL 

TEL: 01296 714377 
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Adstock  Parish  Counc i l  
 

Chairman: Cllr Simon Walker,  Vice Chair: Cllr Chris Dawe 
Councillors: Cllr Sue Braithwaite, Cllr Doug Randall, Cllr Neil Fraser-Smith, Cllr Marianne Murphy, Cllr Paul Salver 

Email: admin@adstockvillage.info 
WEB: www.adstockvillage.info 

 

Broadband 
The work continues to put in cabling etc to provide the new Broadband service to the village. We 
hope by the next issue of The Clarion everything will have been completed and villagers are 
enjoying the benefits of the new service. 
The Fibre Delivery Team are quoted as saying ‘the contractors will be by on Tuesday next week 
(23rd January) to do the poling work for the Gardens.  They will be doing some finishing touches in 
the week to hopefully get the build completed and ready for orders a.s.a.p." 
Thank you all for your patience, and when we hear more we will update you! 
 

Council Tax Village Precept 
The Parish Council has had to set the Parish Precept for 2018/19. It is always a difficult decision 
balancing the knowledge that any increase hits already stretched budgets, with the need to continue 
to provide the services that the village needs.   
 

Our current Precept is £10050 and the new Precept will be £10750, which will mean that Band D 
properties will go up from £60.74 to £64.16 an annual increase of £3.42. 
 

The major expenditure, that is largely responsible for the increase, is the Village grass cutting. We 
know from the large number of comments we get about the state of the grass that the look of the 
Village is very important. Since we have taken over the responsibility for the grass cutting the grass 
is cut on a more regular basis and to a much better standard. 
 

Current Planning Applications  
The following applications are outstanding  
 

Reference  Address  Type  Status  

17/03303/AOP Adstock Manor Main Street Adstock Buckinghamshire 
MK18 2HT - Outline application with all matters reserved for 
the erection of three dwellings and a storage barn with one 
dwelling above.  

Application Refused 

17/00504/AOP Land Adjacent To The Gardens West Street Adstock 
Buckinghamshire - Outline application with access to be 
considered and all other matters reserved for the erection of 
five self-build houses 

Application Awaiting 
decision 

17/02324/APP Adstock House East Street Adstock Buckinghamshire MK18 
2HZ - Demolition of existing commercial building and 
construction of two storey dwelling. 

Application Approved 

17/04021/APP 5 Greenfields Adstock Buckinghamshire MK18 2JA. 
Erection of single storey rear extension with first floor 
extension on existing ground floor. 

Application Awaiting 
decision 

17/04854/ALB Wisteria Main Street Adstock Buckinghamshire MK18 2JN. 
Internal alterations and addition of windows and sliding 
door. 

Application Awaiting 
decision 

 

All planning applications can be viewed and commented on AVDC planning portal 
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/search-planning-licensing-applications 
 

Councillor Vacancy 
Want to be on the Parish Council? We will shortly have a vacancy and would welcome a volunteer. If 
you would like to know what is involved please let the Chairman, Simon Walker, know or talk to any 
of the councillors. 
 

Simon Walker 

mailto:admin@adstockvillage.info
https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications/registered/trackedApplication.do?action=display&orderBy=caseNo&orderDirection=ascending
https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications/registered/trackedApplication.do?action=display&orderBy=address&orderDirection=ascending
https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications/registered/trackedApplication.do?action=display&orderBy=type&orderDirection=descending
https://publicaccess.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/online-applications/registered/trackedApplication.do?action=display&orderBy=status&orderDirection=ascending
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/search-planning-licensing-applications
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NEWS FROM ST CECILIA’S 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wishing you all a happy and healthy 2018. 
 

Christmas at St. Cecilia’s was a very happy time.   Great to see so many of you participating in the 
celebrations - the Carol Service, Carols around the Tree,  Crib Service and Christmas morning 
Service.   Special thanks to Great Horwood Silver Band and Andy of the Old Thatched Inn and his 
staff for making Carols around the Tree more special. 
 

Coffee Mornings.   Please note that this year they will be held on Thursdays, usual time 10.30 a.m. 
to noon.   Our first of the year was enjoyed on 11th January and the next will be on 8th February 
when we hope to meet up with lots of you again. 
 

Flower Rota.  We are about to prepare the rota for church flowers, and are looking for volunteers to 
put flowers by the altar, once, may be twice, in the year.  We have a jolly band of ladies at the 
moment but would welcome some extra people.  If you can help please contact Sandra on 713329. 
Many thanks. 
 

Sheila Wood 

 
 
 

 

FORCES FITNESS FARM 

 
 

Anyone from the village wanting to stay or get fit under the expert guidance of Muscles Mike can come 
and join in with the group that meets every Tuesday at 1900 in the orchard. 
 

All are welcome to join whatever level of fitness you are.  Sessions last approximately 40 minutes and 
are done at your own pace.  If it’s raining the session is held in a barn on the farm. 
 

In keeping with the fundraising aspect of the orchard, each session will cost £2 – half will go to Great 
Ormond Street and the other half to Mike’s regimental charity. 
 

This is a fantastic way to get fit – in the open air with a highly professional instructor with years of 
experience as an army PTI.  
 

To join, contact Jo Nicholson via adstockorchard@gmail.com or 0771 289 7366. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:adstockorchard@gmail.com
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ADSTOCK VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rate for hire of Hall - £10 per hour        Chairs & Tables also available to hire  
 

(For bookings please contact Heather Brogden by email; willsontheweb@hotmail.co.uk) 
 

As can usually be seen in this article, the Village Hall is regularly used for Village events, but it is also 
available for private functions.  The hall is very well kitted out, with a fully equipped kitchen, toilets 
(including baby changing), chairs and tables, and halogen heating. In addition the chairs and tables 
are available for hire, should you find yourself in short supply of seating for a large gathering at home.   
So if you have an idea for a village event you would like to arrange, or are looking to set up a club, or 
hold a private event, please get in touch with a committee member.  
 

As the New Year rolled around, we said farewell to two of our committee stalwarts; Marian Mason and 
Liz Smith. Between them they have held the Chairman’s post for over a decade, and have been on 
the committee for many times that, so I would like to thank them both on behalf of all users of the 
village hall, past and present. 
 

Finally just to note that the date of the cheese and wine tasting/quiz evening has changed from 
February to June so get the date in the diary now. 
 

Future Events 
Darts       21st April 
Cheese and wine tasting quiz  23rd June 
Quiz       17th November 
 

I look forward to seeing you at one of our forthcoming events 
 
Tamsin Fisher      07962 258 379                 tclfisher@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Aylesbury Waterside Theatre 
 

 
 
The Play that Goes Wrong          5th – 10th February 
Blood Brothers       13th – 17th February 
The Case of the Frightened Lady   19th – 24th February 
This is Elvis       26th February – 3rd March 
Strangers on a Train      19th – 24th March 
Women in Rock      29th March 
La Voix’s One Night Only     30th March 

 

Book your tickets now at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre Box Office, call 0844 871 

7607 or visit www.atgtickets.com/aylesbury  

mailto:willsontheweb@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.atgtickets.com/aylesbury
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THE ADSTOCK  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cakes for all Occasions 

Weddings, Birthdays, Christenings and Other Celebrations 
Homemade, Traditional, Modern & Novelty Designs 

Available in Fruit, Madeira, Sponge, Chocolate, Carrot or other flavours to order 
 

Call Tracy Now to discuss your requirements on (01296) 715526 
Rose Cottage, East Street, Adstock 

occasionalcakes@tiscali.co.uk 



-8- 

THE ADSTOCK SCIENCE CLUB 
 
Let me ask you something, do you believe in evolution, the idea first made 
popular by Charles Darwin following his voyages on the Beagle?  I ask you 
this because recent reports have concluded that in the UK alone, one in ten 
people do not. That I must admit is a much higher than I would have 
suspected. 
 
I was looking up some recent scientifically related newspaper articles to read out to our group at the 
first Science Club talk of 2018, and this is one of the amazing stories I came up with. The research, 
which was also carried out in the US and Canada, found that 9% of people believe that humans and 
other living things were created by God and have always existed in their current form. 
 
This started me thinking about another interesting and seemingly growing group of people, and I have 
actually met one, the Flat Earthers, who are sure that the Earth is flat! It is hard to find actual statistics 
about the numbers but evidently there are over forty thousand members of various Flat Earth Societies 
in the US alone and a growing number of online websites dedicated to these ideas. Apart from the 
fact that in 240 B.C. the Greek astronomer Eratosthenes made the first good measurement of the size 
and diameter of the Earth using some pretty straight forward geometry and it has been also common 
knowledge that sailing ships with tall masts seemed to slowly sink into the horizon and finally 
disappear, how would this be if the Earth was flat. At sea level the horizon is only about 3 miles away. 
 
Anyway, following these revelations I introduced our first speaker of the year, Nasiru Ibrahim, who is 
a post graduate student at Buckingham University Applied Computer Department. His talk was 
basically an update from a previous talk given by a colleague of his at the beginning of last year. The 
talk was on the viability of using Gesture authentication for accessing modern day devices i.e. smart 
phones, tablets etc. 
 
Nasiru had his own special statistics with which he opened. Evidently 71% of Internet usage is now 
on mobile devices; mobile users spend 89% of their time in Apps and 11% of their time in a browser. 
Following this he outlined the various different ways that authentication could be achieved and their 
respective good and bad points. We found out that many people tend to rely on easily crack-able 
passwords, such as password and 123456, as well as shapes like Z and 5 for pattern unlocking 
methods. 
 
In conclusion he has been investigating using combinations of standard methods along with Biometric 
identification techniques to improve the security of our everyday mobile devices. 
 
Our next Science Club meeting will be on the 15th February, and visitors are always welcome.  For 
more details phone 01296 712 561. 

 
Marius Stuart             01296 712 561                marius.stuart@btopenworld.com 

 
Web site: www.theadstockscienceclub.co.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marius.stuart@btopenworld.com


-9- 

THE ADSTOCK HISTORY CLUB 
 

‘The scene of incessant civil wars and odious oppression.'  The 
political history of the Fifteenth Century Balkans. 

Robin Shields, started his talk in January, with two questions – ‘What exactly are the Balkans? And 
where are they?’   
 

We learnt that the Balkan Peninsula is a large piece of land in southeastern Europe. It is divided into 
many countries, including Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro, 
Macedonia, Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, Greece, and the European part of Turkey. It: - 
 

o contains many different "nations," or national groups, whether or not they had their own 
countries; 
 

o is a complex mix of religious groups, such as Eastern Orthodox Christians, Muslims, Roman 
Catholic Christians, and Jews; and 
 

o was bordered by strong countries that had an enormous amount of control and influence 
over the region, for example the Ottoman Empire, the Russian Empire and later the Soviet 
Union, and the Habsburg (Austrian) Empire. 

 

In the first millennium A.D., the Balkans was a part of the Byzantine Empire, an empire that ruled 
from the Greco-Roman city of Constantinople.  The Byzantines considered their state the "Eastern 
Roman Empire," but their power eventually shrank and independent Slavic states emerged to the 
west of Constantinople. From the 10th through the 15th centuries, there were Bulgarian, Croatian, 
Bosnian, and Serbian kingdoms, which at different times belonged to different kingdoms; this has 
created problems in modern times, when more than one nation asserts its historical rights to the 
same territory.  
 

    
 

The arrival of the Ottoman Turks in the Balkans in the 14th century heralded a period of massive 
political change, and by the end of the 15th century, nearly all of the Balkan peoples had lost their 
political independence and become subjects of the Turkish Sultan. Constantinople fell in a battle in 
1453, and the Turks renamed it Istanbul: it served as the capital of their Ottoman Empire until its 
final collapse after World War I. 
 
In February Susan Fern is returning to the Adstock History Club to give a talk entitled ‘The Strange 
Case of Dr James Barry’, and in March Kevin Varty returns to tell us about ‘Sex, Drugs and 
Tapeworms’.   
Visitors are always welcome!  For more information phone 01296 712 561 
 
Jenny Stuart        
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                          

http://www.cotf.edu/earthinfo/balkans/BKdef.html#nat
http://www.cotf.edu/earthinfo/balkans/BKdef.html#ott
http://www.cotf.edu/earthinfo/balkans/BKdef.html#hab
http://www.cotf.edu/earthinfo/balkans/BKdef.html#byz
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Have a Computer? 

NEED 

HELP? 

Contact  

Marius on 

01296 712 561 

Buckingham PC Support 

www.buckinghampcsupport.co.uk 

marius.stuart@btopenworld.com 

for friendly advice and support 

Can you 

show me 

HOW? 

Help!! 

I’ve got a 

VIRUS! 

Why is it 

so SLOW? 

OH NO! 

It’s 

BROKEN! 
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CALENDAR 

January   
28th  The 2018 Adstockistan Wassail Orchard Gate, 4.45 pm  

   
February   

4th  Holy Communion St Cecilia’s 9.00 am 
6th    Forces Fitness Farm The Orchard, 7.00 pm 
8th  Coffee Morning Village Hall, 10.30 – 12 noon 

13th    Forces Fitness Farm The Orchard, 7.00 pm 
14th  History Club  1, Greenfields, 7.30 pm 
15th  Science Club 1, Greenfields, 7.30 pm 
18th   Family Service St Cecilia’s, 9.00 am 
20th   Forces Fitness Farm The Orchard, 7.00 pm 
27th  Forces Fitness Farm The Orchard, 7.00 pm 
28th  Book Club 8.00 pm 

   
March   

4th   Holy Communion St Cecilia’s 9.00 am 
6th   Forces Fitness Farm The Orchard, 7.00 pm 

13th   Forces Fitness Farm The Orchard, 7.00 pm 
14th  History Club  1, Greenfields, 7.30 pm 
15th  Science Club 1, Greenfields, 7.30 pm 
17th  The Adstock Singers Soiree Village Hall, 7.30 pm 

18th  Family Service St Cecilia’s, 9.00 am 

20th  Clarion Deadline 1, Greenfields or 
Jenniferanne.stuart@btopenworld.com 

20th   Forces Fitness Farm The Orchard, 7.00 pm 

27th   Forces Fitness Farm The Orchard, 7.00 pm 

   

Future Events   

1st April Holy Communion St Cecilia’s 9.00 am 

21st April Darts Night  

12th May 1st Adstock Singers Summer Concert 
2nd June 2nd  Adstock Singers Summer Concert 

23rd June Cheese and Wine Tasting Quiz  
27th October Autumn/Hallowe’en Soiree  

17th November Quiz Night  
31st December New Year’s Eve Soiree 

mailto:Jenniferanne.stuart@btopenworld.com

